NIGHT   WATCHES                l8l
ORDERLY. D'you think so ? Shamming sounds worse,
doesn't it ?
FIRST SOLDIER. Of course it does. Fd never say a man was
shamrnin' unless I knew. It wouldn't be fair.
ORDERLY. But you'd say he was pretending ? Well, now,
that's interesting. Sit down and explain the difference. Have
a cigarette ?
FIRST SOLDIER* Thanky, sir.            [He takes one and sits down.
ORDERLY, Now, then.
FIRST SOLDIER. They wanted to get 'im out o* that big ward
an' they did.
ORDERLY. Did they ?    Why ?
FIRST SOLDIER. Deaf an* dumb, is Je ?
ORDERLY. Well, isn't he ?
FIRST SOLDIER. Shall I tell y* ?
ORDERLY,   Do.
FIRST SOLDIER. I'm not one to bkb.
ORDERLY. No ; don't blab.    Just tell me.
FIRST SOLDIER. What shall I tell y' ?
ORDERLY. Oh, heavens 1 Tell me the difference between
shamming and pretending.
FIRST SOLDIER. It's a rum thing. I never thought he was
that sort of feller.
ORDERLY, What sort ?
FIRST SOLDIER. You think it's only pretendin' ?
ORDERLY. What's only pretending ?
FIRST SOLDIER. Shall I tell y* ?
ORDERLY. No ; not unless you like. Don't tell me anything.
Go to bed.
FIRST SOLDIER. Fm bound to tell y*.
ORDERLY. Fire away, then.
FIRST SOLDIER. Calls himself deaf and dumb ?
ORDERLY. Does he ? Funny that he should call himself
anything.
FIRST SOLDIER. He can talk right enough.
ORDERLY. How d'you know ?
FIRST SOLDIER. I've heard him. Others too. That's what
they didn't like. Them in the big ward.